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1s The Fationsl~Zeitung. which has been giving the Wational Democratic Party (NDP)
congiderable publicity, was recently asked by the Russians to stop promoting
the party. The party, the Russiens said, would find recognition in due time;
its promotion at the present tims, however, constituted an interference with
Soviet policy. The deterioration of the political situstion, the SU'A continved,
mads it necessary for sll German factions %o take a firm and uniform stand;
with this point in view, the NatlonalwZeltung should not only sbstelin from criti~
ciging the SPD for heving lgtely shown Marxist-Leninist leanings, but should
xvoir‘i distracting pubilc attontion from the STD by presenting NDP ideas in a -

fovorabie 1ishd,

2. The Nstionnl«Zeltung wes ssked to devote all its energy to proving that the
weslern povers are hoetile %o Cerman aims end ideals, The Nalional-Zeditung,
the Wwugsians continued, would presently recelve detalled material shewing that
‘the wegtern nowers are eager to destroy Cerman integrity, both in concert and
indepondently, and that they are opposed to Cerman unity, .

3. . The aliecred Jetbters frem readers in the "Wationales Forum®, written largely
by staff rombers who express their own views or those suggested by ths Russiang,
have been censored since 20 Augusi; by & Russlan officer specislly agsigned for
thig purposz. The open letter tg General Clay on the subjeet of Dr, Schacht,
written by Trwin Plechottka, was given favorable a.t'tentian and a prominent
gpace in the peper upon the recommendatlon of & Russian officer.

B

s The editorinl) staff of the NslionaleZeltunz believes that behind the recent
dirsetive 1les the Russians? desire to prevent the public from becoming cone
ascioug of the connection that exists beotween the National Xomitee Freies
Deutschland and the ¥WDP. The Russisns have been greatly disturbed by the loss
of' Gount Fainrich von Tinsiedel, and are becoming increasingly distrustful of
the membersz of the Mational ¥omltee and the groups intersested in the NDP,

The Russians complained on several ocessions that their efforts to support non-
Commnist sroups have met with 1ittle or no success in Germany., Some menbers
of the editoria) staeff were siven to urderstund that indifference or lack of
entimegiesn shown in reporting would be proof thet they had reveried to their
forrer Wazl views.,
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